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and Empress of India, are assembled here from all
parts of this vast empire to inaugurate the foundation
of an educational institution, the first of its kind in this
country, it will not be out of place to express in a public
manner the profound gratitude which we feel for the
great attention which the English Government in India
has paid to the education of our countrymen. It is,
indeed, only doing justice to our feelings when we say
that never before in the history of the world has one
nation so striven to raise the moral and intellectual
state of another. . .

We, the Mussulman subjects of her Imperial Majesty,
consider ourselves more particularly bound in grati-
tude to the Government of India for its having of late
years shown so strong a disposition to advance the
cause of education amongst our community, and for
issuing directions to the provincial Governments to
adopt special measures to supply our intellectual needs.

.....So different in many respects are our

educational wants from those of the rest of the popula-
tion of India, that the best measures which the
Government can adopt, consistently with its policy,
must still be inadequate; and even if it were not op-
posed to the wise policy of Government to interfere in
matters of religion, it would be beyond its powers to
remove difficulties which owe their strength to religious
ideas, and will only yield to theological discussion.
The Government could neither introduce a system of
religious instruction, nor could it direct its efforts to-
wards contending with the prejudices of a race by
whom religion is regarded not merely as a matter of
abstract belief, but also as the ultimate guide in the
most ordinary secular concerns of life. The treatment
which the question of Mohammedan education has in
this respect received at the hands of the Government,
is fully appreciated by us, and leaves no room for any
kind of dissatisfaction or complaint.

Recognising the difficulties which had thus prevented
the Government educational system from fully exercis-
ing its beneficial effects upon the intellectual and moral
condition of our community, a few of its more advanced
members determined to establish a college upon prin-
ciples which should meet the wishes and supply the
educational wants of the members of our faith. The